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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Hungarian Cultural Studies

Syllabi
Working language English
Faculty/Department
Location Faculty of Humanities Department of Folkore, 1038 Muzeum krt. 6-8,

Féépiilet, fszt 26

Title of the course
Hungarian Cultural Studies

Name of the lecturer

Vincze Kata Zsofia

Course description

The course is designed to encourage and enable students to view Hungarian

folklore in a broader framework of ethnology: from the academic historical
perspective to the everyday current use of “tradition practitioners” or “tradition
preservers”.
Through the course we will examine and analyze the role of folklore in East Central
Europe, highlighting its significance in the creation of the national culture and the
journey of tradition concepts in academic, pseudo-academic, political and social
discourse.

The objective of the course is to introduce students to major Hungarian
paradigm shifts, theories, genres, and methodologies within the academic field of
ethnology. The course also aims to read and discuss primary texts, examples of major
lyric and epic narrative folk genres, such as myths, legends, folktales and urban
legends.

While we define tradition as a concept of what certain circles consider
traditional, we use the methodology of cross-cultural studies, comparative perspective,
pragmatism and cultural relativism.

Through examination of recordings, collections and documentaries will
analyze the social, political and cultural significance of folklore, “fake-lore”,
folclorism and the hunger for “authenticity” both within academic research and societal
needs. We will explore the socio political context of a wide variety of folk art forms of
folklore such as dance, music, songs, fairy-tales, including newer forms of e-lore or street
art (memes, flash mobs).

Through interactive activities, documentaries, lectures, discussions, and
individual assessments, we will closely examine how certain folk-like motifs change
and survive in Hungarian Folklore. The lectures will present how certain universal
topics, motifs, symbols revive and survive in different expressive forms of culture.

The purpose of the course is to show students the dynamics of changing culture and use
of canonized tradition.

Grading:



- active participation in the discussions. 2p.
- oral exam at the end of the semester based on the lectures and the compulsory

readings.
Schedule:
1. Introduction: terminology, methodology and concepts: folklore, folk art, fake-

lore, folclorism and folclorisation, authenticity, field work, collection, classification.
Understanding the academic heritage, of terms like: “authenticity” “originality” and “kitsch”
via T. Adorno, Regina Bendix and Umberto Eco.

2. The role of folklore in creating national canons in East Central Europe in 19-
20 century . Use and abuse of folklore in politics.
3. City walk: the role of orientalism and rural art in the creation of national architecture

(Odén Lechner’s buildings in Budapest).
4 -5. Narrative forms of Hungarian folklore.
6 -7. Lyric forms of Hungarian folklore. Folk poetry. Love songs.

8. The role of folk dance and folk music and its survival elements. The story and
history of the Tanchdz. The idea of Transylvania, and the concept of “Transylvanianism”.
9. Ethnic culture and national minorities in Hungary (Roma, Jewish, Serbian,

Slovak, Croatian, German, Romanian etc).

10. Hungarian Cultural Heritage. Policy, culture, content, preservation, academic
analysis.

11.  Folk Art, pop art, pop-lore, camp art, national and ethno-lore, street art.

12. Summing up discussion: paradigm shifts in understanding modern and post
modern Hungarian politics of culture and folk art in East Central European cultural
context.
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the Reform Era to the End of the Twentieth Century. Trans. Mario Fenyo. Highland
Park: Social Science Monographs, 2004.

Voigt Vilmos: Folklore, Ethnography, and Cultural Anthropology in Hungarian
Higher Education, HUNGARIAN HERITAGE 6:(1-2) pp. 79-83 (2005).
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Kroeber, A. L.: A Roster of Civilizations and Culture (New York, 1962);

Murdock, G. P.: How Culture Changes (Shapiro. Man, Culture and Society.
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Extended bibliography of Hungarian culture, society, Hungary in Europe
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Prolegomena.” Oral Art Forms and Their Passage into Writing. Ed. Else Mundal and
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of the Hungarian Csdangds in Moldavia. Budapest: Teleki Ldszlé Foundation, 2002.
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Workshop references

Ortutay Gyula.: Ungarische Volksmdrchen
Dégh Linda: Folktales of Hungary
Kovacs Agnes: Mdrchen der Weltliteratur

Genesis: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/genesis01-03.html (King James Version)
Origin Myths: http://www.sacred-texts.com/nam/cher/motc/index.htm (1st 3
stories):

1. Hungarian folklore, Invasion legends

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magyar_invasion_legends#Hungarian_legends_on_t
heir_origins.2C_their_migrations_and_the_conquest

List of fairy tales:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_fairy_tales#List_of_fairy_tales

How the World Was Made: http://www.sacred-
texts.com/nam/cher/motc/motc001.htm
2. The First Fire: http://www.sacred-texts.com/nam/cher/motc/motc002.htm

3. The Origin of Game and Corn: http://www.sacred-
texts.com/nam/cher/motc/motc003.htm
The Metamorphoses of Ovid http://www.sacred-

texts.com/cla/ovid/meta/meta01.htm Read up to “The Giants’ War”
Cupid and Psyche: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/cupid.html (Roman Mythology;
Lucius Apuleius)
Versions of Cinderella: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/type0510a.html (Read
numbers 2, 3,4 & 11)

1. Version 2: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/type0510a.html#perrault (France,
Charles Perrault)

2. Version 3: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/type0510a.html#grimm (Germany,
Jacob & Wilhelm Grimm)

3. Version 4: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/type0510a.html#woodencloak (“Katie
Woodencloak” - Norway)

4. Version 11: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/type0510a.html#babayaga (“The
Baba Yaga” - Russia)
Urban legends:
a) www.urbanlegends.com
b). Needlepointless Tragedy:
http://www.snopes.com/horrors/parental/archer.asp

Grading:



1. Question-answer test based on the lectures and the readings.
2. At the end of the course 15 minute power point presentation on a chosen topic
regarding Hungarian Folklore and Hungarian Cultural heritage.

Genesis: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash /genesis01-03.html (King James Version)
Origin Myths: http://www.sacred-texts.com/nam/cher/motc/index.htm (1« 3
stories):

1. How the World Was Made: http://www.sacred-
texts.com/nam/cher/motc/motc001.htm

2. The First Fire: http://www.sacred-texts.com/nam/cher/motc/motc002.htm

3. The Origin of Game and Corn: http://www.sacred-
texts.com/nam/cher/motc/motc003.htm
The Metamorphoses of Ovid http://www.sacred-

texts.com/cla/ovid/meta/meta01.htm Read up to “The Giants’ War”
Cupid and Psyche: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/cupid.html (Roman Mythology;

Lucius Apuleius)
Versions of Cinderella: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/type0510a.html (Read
numbers 2, 3,4 & 11)

1. Version 2: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/type0510a.html#perrault (France,
Charles Perrault)

2. Version 3: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/type0510a.html#grimm (Germany,
Jacob & Wilhelm Grimm)

3. Version 4: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash /type0510a.html#woodencloak (“Katie
Woodencloak” - Norway)

4. Version 11: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/type0510a.html#babayaga (“The
Baba Yaga” - Russia)
Urban legends:
a) www.urbanlegends.com
b). Needlepointless Tragedy:
http://www.snopes.com/horrors/parental/archer.asp
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